










JUNE 2019  •  VOL. 1 NO. 1A:SHIWI A:WAN MESSENGER 6

Chaco Canyon, a natural historical park, has been a part of the lives 
of indigenous people since time immemorial. Once a place of refuge 
and habitance, Chaco Canyon has since become a park where travelers 
come to witness the great ruins while experiencing hikes, biking, guid-
ed tours, and campfire talks. However, since the Trump Administration 
took office, several threats have been made to sell sacred lands for min-
ing and fracking. Many indigenous people, including the Zuni Pueblo, 
have ties to these sacred lands and risk losing a portion of who they are. 
Once these ruins are lost, they can not be rebuilt. 

The administration proposed a barrier around Chacon Canyon it-
self, but this alone is not enough to protect the canyon. Fracking has 
been known to cause earthquakes as the process for fracking requires 
digging deep into the earth’s surface. Should an earthquake be the result 
of this fracking, the ruins that remain at the canyon will be sent tum-
bling down, erasing the footprints of our ancestors and diminishing the 
significance of Chaco Canyon. Fracking also pollutes the soil around 
its site, which then pollutes groundwater and runoff. When it rains in 
the are, water will become contaminated by whatever chemicals are in 
the soil and it will pose a risk to plant and wildlife in the region as well. 
Contaminated water will not be able to support life and it can have det-
rimental effects on the beauty of Chaco Canyon.

As mentioned, many indigenous tribes are fighting to protect Cha-
co Canyon. These tribes and nations have recognized that the history 
and beauty of Chaco Canyon is more valuable than any revenue that 
can be generated through fracking and mining. However, it is not just 
indigenous tribes that recognize this significance, as New Mexico dele-
gates have proposed a bill to protect Chaco Canyon as well. The New 
Mexico delegates are U.S. Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich, as 
well as U.S. Representatives Deb Haaland, Xochitl Torres Small, and 
Ben Ray Lujan. This bill, referred to as the “Chaco Cultural Heritage 
Area Protection Act of 2019,” was proposed on April 9, 2019. This act 
delves into the sacred sites and historical resources located in the Chaco 
Canyon region that also expands into the four corners region as well. 
To the New Mexico delegates proposing the bill, Chaco Canyon is avery 
significant and vital piece of history. The roads and networking systems 
built by Chacoan people are far too valuable to tarnish by fracking and 
mining. The Chaco Canyon region is also public land that should be 
protected since it was declared a national monument in 1923. While the 
fight to protect Chaco Canyon is just getting going and this proposed 
bill has not been acted on yet, it is good to know that New Mexicans 
and indigenous people are backed by their senators and representatives.

The remnants of Chaco Canyon show the intricate buildings and the extent of habitation and 
interaction from our ancestors. 
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Lying seven miles east of Gallup is a plot of land otherwise known 
as Fort Wingate. Historically, this area is of cultural significance to the 
Zuni People being considered ancestral homelands for once serving as 
hunting and gathering grounds. Now, it has been discovered to have 
more than 200 traceable ruins to our pueblo, as well as other surround-
ing tribes such as the Navajo Nation.

 During World War II, this area became a military installation for the 
U.S. Army before being declared an inactive base in 1993. Since then, 
Zuni has embarked on a long journey over two decades to reclaim these 
lands as a part of Zuni property. The legal engagement for these lands 
was lengthy and at times, challenging for all parties. On December 23, 
2016, the journey ended with a slight victory for the Pueblo of Zuni 
when former president, Barack Obama, signed into law, the National 
Defense Authorization Act, S.2943. This act would be crucial to the 
return of these lands to the Zuni Pueblo as it contains Section 2829F 
that was captioned, “Return of Certain Lands at Fort Wingate, New 
Mexico, to Original Inhabitants.” 

	 The Fort Wingate area has been divided in to various plots of 
land referred to as parcels, and the S.2943 Act, grants Zuni ownership 
over some of these parcels. Other parcels were granted to the Navajo 

Nation and a select few have been transferred to interior departments 
of the U.S Armed Forces. However, when the Secretary of Defense no 
longer requires these parcels to be used for military purposes, official 
ownership will be transferred to the two tribes. 

	 With the new additions of land to the Zuni Pueblo, Governor Val 
Panteah and the Tribal Council turn to the community for opinions and 
suggestions for what these lands could be used for. “What do they (the 
Zuni community) want to see become of this area?” Governor Panteah 
asked during a recent interview with the tribal leaders. The council is 
currently working on a “Signing Ceremony” for the near future where it 
will be revealed which parcels will be given to Zuni. Through this event 
they hope the community comes forward with their opinions on how 
the newly acquired land can be used in a beneficial way. 

	 At this point in time, the land being transferred under restricted 
fee is undergoing some environmental clean up to remove remaining 
military materials. Other parcels held in trust will be kept as they are. 
One of the most notable remains on the land are the “igloos” made 
from the earth that were used as storages during World War II. The 
council hopes to transfer these large structures into usable spaces. 

The gateway leading to the Fort Wingate base. Photo taken from Flickr, “Fort Wingate Army Depot,” by Norby.

The 2017 audit report for the Pueblo of 
Zuni has been released by auditing company, 
MossAdams, as of September 2018, which 
provides some insight to budgets and funds 
the pueblo may have been working with for the 
current and previous fiscal years. The audit re-
port analyzes financial statements submitted 
to generate information regarding the ways 
funds were spent as well as the way they were 
received. In the 2017 fiscal year, assets for the 
year totalled at $23,234,101 with $21,566,584 
coming from cash and cash equivalents. Under 
the assets, there were $29 in accounts receiv-
able and $3,828 prepaids.Other assets due from 
other governments was totaled at $1,610,827. 
The remaining $52,833 fell under the category 
of inventor and food commodities.

The funds from assets were then accounted 
for in liabilities and fund balances. Liabilities 
attached to monies from assets were totaled at 
$23,130,528, where $6,072,275 were liabilities 

due to other funds. The remaining $17,058,253 
was accounted for as grants received in ad-
vance. In fund balances, $56,661 were non-
spendable under inventory and prepaids. Re-
stricted grant award requirements were totaled 
at $46,912 generating a grand total of fund 
balances at $103,573. This brings the total li-
abilities and fund balances to a grand total of 
$23,234,101.

In 2017, the Pueblo of Zuni received a to-
tal of $26,126,865 in revenues. Of the revenues 
received, $26,053,303 came from intergovern-
mental grants and contracts while $1,414 came 
from interest and investment earnings and the 
remaining $72,148 came from miscellaneous 
revenues.

 Expenditures for the 2017 fiscal year to-
taled at $26,078,372. Of these expenditures, 
$995,203 was used for the general govern-
ment and $7,233,839 for public safety. Public 
works was accounted for at $2,515,373 and  

$5,601,324 had been used  for community ser-
vices. Health services had a total expenditure 
of $4,300,635, and educational services had a 
total of $1,360,229. Lastly, $450,852 was used 
for natural resources, and $3,620,917 was ac-
counted for capital outlay. The fund balance 
at the beginning of the year was $55,080 and 
the fund balance at the end of the year was 
$103,573 resulting in a net change in fund bal-
ance of $48,493.

MossAdams, as the auditor, reserves the 
right to express an opinion regarding the fi-
nancial information submitted by the tribe. At 
this point, the auditor had no opinion for the 
2017 audit, meaning that everything submitted 
has been in accordance with federal auditing 
guidelines and that the auditor found no dis-
crepancies with the report. Financial informa-
tion for the 2018 fiscal year has been collected, 
and the 2018 audit report will begin soon. 
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In July 2015, the Zuni Pueblo, Navajo Nation, Ute Mountain Ute 
Tribe, Hopi, and Ute Tribe came together to create the Bears Ears In-
ter-Tribal Coalition. This coalition was established by these five sover-
eign nations to protect the area as well as the spiritual, cultural, natural, 
and historical resources in the region. Zuni Pueblo’s very own, Lieu-
tenant Governor Carleton Bowekaty, is the co-chair for the coalition, 
sharing the seat with Sean Chapuse of the Ute Tribe. The ultimate goal 
of the coalition has been to get Bears Ears the righteous protection it so 
deserves, and in 2016 they witnessed a subtle victory.

	 On December 28, 2016 former President Barack Obama desig-
nated 1.35 million acres of land to become the Bears Ears National 
Monument through presidential proclamation. The Bears Ears Nation-
al Monument is located in the southeastern portion of Utah near the 
four corners region. The then Obama Administration worked closely 
with indigenous peoples, including Zuni, to protect the many ancestral 
lands that fall within the Bears Ears National Monument region. How-
ever, a short year later, President Trump used presidential proclamation 
to revoke the work done by Obama and reduced the Bears Ears Nation-
al Monument by 85%. Since decreasing the size of the national monu-
ment, thousands of archaeological and sacred sites fall out of bounds 
of the protected region.

	 Bears Ears and the sacred sites surrounding the area now face 
a wide range of threats to its overall wellbeing. Some of these threats 
include the looting and robbing of archaeological and cultural artifacts, 
mining and energy development, and vandalism. The looting and re-
moval of artifacts affects the cultural and spiritual health of the area. 
Many indigenous tribes have some connections to these areas and when 
such artifacts are damaged or removed, it affects the connected tribes’ 
ability to pass down integral knowledge to the next generation. Mining 
and energy development have an effect on the environment health of 
the region as well. Indigenous tribes are not strangers to the negative 
after-effects of mining and energy development on their ancestral lands. 
When these development sites are not cared for properly, they cause 
permanent damage to the surrounding area in the forms of bad soil 

quality, polluted water, and an inability to support natural ecosystems. 
The Bears Ears region is too valuable to compromise for mining and 
development. Lastly, vandalism prevents archaeologists from being able 
to put pieces together to uncover information about the history of the 
area as well. This damage done to these sites is irreversible and it de-
means the true value of the Bears Ears National Monument. 

	 The coalition has viewed Trump’s actions as an attack on the 
five sovereign nations. The unlawful removal of lands from the national 
monument, coupled with the blatant disregard for the area and its sig-
nificance has pushed the coalition to seek legal action against Trump. 
Whilst being in litigation against the president, Zuni is represented in 
court by the Native American Rights Fund. The coalition has found 
some congressional support during the process from Representative 
Deb Haaland and Representative Ruben Gallego as well. 

	 Recently, the Interior Secretary, David Bernhardt, has appoint-
ed positions to the Bureau of Land Management’s Monument Adviso-
ry Committee. However, the Bears Ears Coalition has expressed some 
concerns regarding the appointments made and they have opposed the 
Monument Advisory Committee. Lieutenant Governor expressed some 
of these concerns as being that majority, if  not all, of those sitting on 
the Monument Advisory Committee are opposed to the creation of the 
Bears Ears National Monument. The Monument Advisory Commit-
tee also only has two spaces for those of tribal interest. This means 
that anyone of Native American descent can occupy these spaces, and 
the issue with this comes in the fact that government elected officials 
and their voices can be overshadowed by someone with less experience 
who is representing themselves rather than the voices of their entire 
indigenous community. So far these appointments with the MAC un-
dermine the work the coalition has done this far, and they feel that the 
tribal officials should be the ones representing their communities on the 
MAC. Although the Bureau of Land Management has not addressed 
these concerns yet, the coalition continues to push for their spots on 
the MAC as well as for the entire amount of the Bears Ears National 
Monument to be restored.


